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The number of things that can go wrong in providing care to a patient is vast. 
Veterinarians often live in fear that something will go tragically wrong when working on 
a patient under their supervision. It is understandable that they feel this way when 
considering the ramifications that this might have on their career if they don’t address 
the issues that could lead to such outcomes.  

To provide some relief and peace of mind, all industry professionals should contact 
a veterinarian contract lawyer to help them review veterinarian malpractice insurance 
documents. This is because all vets should give careful consideration to getting this kind 
of protection for themselves and/or their practice.  
 

What is Veterinarian Malpractice Insurance?  
Veterinarian malpractice insurance is a policy that covers the liability that a veterinarian 
has if something should go wrong with a client’s pet that leads to the pet’s death or 
prolonged injury. Such incidents can happen even in the most well-run veterinary 
practices in the world, and even if everything was done strictly by all best practice 
procedures. This is why most vets are well-aware that they need coverage to keep 
themselves protected. 

 

https://www.chellelaw.com/veterinarian-contract-review/


Protection Coverage is Available Through 
Professional Organizations 
The Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association (HSVMA) partners with an 
insurance provider known as Safehold Special Risk to offer veterinarians malpractice 
coverage to keep themselves financially protected. The program offers the following 
coverage: 

• Professional liability: $1 million per occurrence/$3 million annual 
aggregate  
• License Defense: $100,000 annually  
• Animal Bailee: $50,000 per occurrence 

This is a significant amount of coverage because the claims brought against a 
veterinarian and their practice can be substantial. Pet owners who are distraught over 
the loss of their beloved pet may seek vengeance against the practice that they feel did 
the damage. With that in mind, the size of the lawsuit that they attempt to bring against 
a veterinarian may also be quite large. In some cases, lawyers are willing to advocate for 
pet owners who try to do this. Thus, it is a good idea to have significant malpractice 
insurance coverage to keep yourself protected.  

Settlements for Malpractice Insurance Cases 
are Common, but Not Always Desired 
Insurance companies are often quick to try to settle a case outside of the court system. 
They do so because they usually do not want to put forth the time and effort necessary 
to actually see a case through. The costs are higher for an insurance company when a 
case goes to trial, and the insurance company always wants to save as much money as it 
possibly can. Thus, the insurance company may take actions that are not in the best 
interest of their clients. That is what you need to pay particular attention to when 
signing up for a malpractice policy.  

Veterinarians who believe that they followed every procedure as precisely as they should 
have may want to reach out to a veterinarian employment contract lawyer to receive 
additional counsel about steps that they can take next. The reason for this is that they 
may have a legitimate case worth fighting for in court. If they immediately give up 
because that is what their insurance company wants, then they may do serious 
reputational damage to themselves.  

https://www.hsvma.org/insurance
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Reputational Damage for Veterinary Malpractice Cases 
Who would ever want to take their pet to be seen by a veterinarian who is known to 
have been successfully sued by previous clients? No one. The public will not bother to 
look into the details of the lawsuit or who was right or wrong. They will immediately 
pass judgment on the vet that was sued, and there is literally nothing that you can do to 
change the mind of someone who has it set in their mind that a particular vet is terrible 
at their job. Veterinary Practice News reported on why settling a claim can still do harm 
to a vet:  

However, early settlement may not be ideal for a veterinarian 
convinced she has followed the applicable standard of care. 
Countering the costs of defending against a malpractice claim, there 
may be a reputational cost for choosing not to defend against a 
claim.  

Veterinarians rely on repeat business and word-of-mouth marketing from satisfied 
clients. If they are being bad-mouthed all around town because of a lawsuit brought 
against them, then their livelihood is undoubtedly going to suffer. Thus, it may be worth 
fighting to clear your name if a client brings a lawsuit against you, even if the insurance 
company is scrambling to settle it.  

 

https://www.veterinarypracticenews.com/about-veterinary-malpractice-insurance/


Protection for Veterinarians via a Qualified 
Attorney 
Veterinarians should always seek out a qualified lawyer if they are faced with the 
prospect of needing to defend themselves against a malpractice claim. These animal 
healthcare workers are very good at the work that they do, but they need the training 
and expertise required to defend themselves in a court of law. In those circumstances, it 
is necessary to hire someone with specialized training to handle your case. Lawyers that 
work on veterinary law cases are extremely valuable in these situations. 

They can help with:  

• Understanding the nature of the claim brought against you – Will help 
you see precisely what you are being accused of by your former client.  
• Working through the details of your insurance policy – If you hold 
malpractice insurance, your attorney can go through the specific clauses of 
your policy to ensure that your coverage will protect you.  
• Navigating the legal system – Court processes are often prolonged and 
dragged out. Laypeople do not understand the various procedures that they 
will have to go through in order to achieve resolution in their case. However, a 
qualified attorney can certainly work with you on this.  

You need this kind of backing to keep yourself from becoming overly burdened by the 
stress that has now been layered onto you. It is also important to take into 
consideration whether you have a non-compete that could preclude you from practicing 
within an area you want to practice in. 

If you are in Arizona, and if you agree and understand that you need some assistance 
fighting your case, please contact us to speak with one of our seasoned attorneys about 
your case. We feel confident that there are actions that we can take to help you at this 
time.  
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